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The Rosenbach Museum & Library Celebrates

16™ Annual BLOOMSDAY
Saturday, June 16, 10am — 5pm

PHILADELPHIA, PA  The Rosenbach Museum & Library  will celebrate its 16" annual Bloomsday on
Saturday, June 16 " from 10 am. - 5 p.m. The Rosenbach — home of James Joyce 's original
manuscript for Ulysses — holds this Philadelphia tradition every year on June 16", drawing hundreds of
friends, neighbors, Joyce enthusiasts, book-lovers, and curious passersby to DelLancey Place.
Bloomsday is free and open to the public and is held at 2008-2010 DelLancey Place. For more

information, please call (215) 732-1600 or visit www.rosenbach.org .

Bloomsday features public readings on the steps of the museum from some of the city’'s most interesting
and creative people, along with a special exhibition of Joyce materials. This year's readers include
Fergus Carey (aka Fergie), Andrew Cassell (Philadelphia Inquirer columnist), Rose Hagan (Head of
Friends Select School), Babette Josephs (State Representative), Brett Mandel (Executive Director,
Philadelphia Forward), Marty Moss-Coane (host of WHYY’s Radio Times), Michael Norris (Executive
Director, ArtReach), Sharon Pinkenson (Executive Director, Greater Philadelphia Film Office), twin
brother poets Dan & Dave Simpson , and Andrew Swinney (President, The Philadelphia Foundation),
with many more to be announced soon. Singers from the Academy of Vocal Arts  will also perform songs

from the novel.

Every year, the Rosenbach joins with Joyce lovers throughout the world to celebrate Bloomsday, the day
on which protagonist Leopold Bloom made his fictional odyssey through Dublin in Ulysses. Joyce’s
Bloom, a modern Jewish everyman hero, is a wanderer in his own city, an exile from his own home. In
conjunction with the exhibition Chosen: Philadelphia’s Great Hebraica  (through August 26”‘), this year’s
programming and exhibition of the manuscript, which is titled “A Nation Is the Same People Living in

the Same Place: Joyce and Jews ,” will feature an exploration of Joyce’s connection to the Jewish

experience, and the Rosenbach’s connection to Joyce and Judaica.



In preparation for the event, the Rosenbach will host “James Joyce as a Jewish Writer ,” a talk given by
retired Temple University English professor Morton Levitt on Wednesday, June 6". On the evening of
June 15" visitors can get a one-hour crash course in Ulysses at “Bloomsday 101 .” A full schedule of

Bloomsday activities and readers will be released soon.

About the Rosenbach

The Rosenbach Museum & Library seeks to inspire curiosity, inquiry, and creativity by engaging broad
audiences in exhibitions, programs, and research based on its remarkable and expanding collections.
The museum was founded by legendary book dealer A.S.W. Rosenbach and his brother and business
partner Philip. With an outstanding collection of rare books, manuscripts, furniture, and art, the
Rosenbach is a museum and world-renowned research library, set within two historic 1865 townhouses,
that reflects an age when great collectors lived among their treasures. The Rosenbach Museum &
Library is located at 2008-2010 DeLancey Place and is open Tuesday through Sunday. Admission is $8
for adults, $5 for students and seniors, free for children under 5, free for all on Tuesdays, and free for kids
18 and under on Sundays.
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