
	  

	  

Asian Arts Initiative launches Neighborhood Spotlight series with Las Gallas’ 
multimedia exhibition Illuminate Me, on view Oct. 19–Dec. 7 

Through funding from PNC Arts Alive and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, local artists 
will showcase their art in diverse neighborhoods, creating new local cultural destinations 

  

PHILADELPHIA — Strengthening connections between Asian and Latino communities, Asian Arts 
Initiative presents the multimedia exhibition Illuminate Me, created by local artist collective Las 

Gallas and musician Alex Shaw in collaboration with members of Philadelphia’s growing Latino 

and Asian American communities. The exhibition, on view Oct. 19–Dec. 7, kicks off Asian Arts 

Initiative’s brand-new Neighborhood Spotlight series, produced with funding from PNC Arts Alive 

and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation’s Knight Arts Challenge.   

 

Illuminate Me, which is also supported with funding from the National Association of Latino Arts 

and Culture (NALAC), is the visual culmination of a months-long cross-cultural exploration of 

Latino and Asian communities, the two fastest-growing ethnic groups in Philadelphia. Starting last 

spring, Las Gallas — artists Julia Lopez, Magda Martinez and Michelle Ortiz — conducted a 

series of community art workshops with Shaw in which participants were guided through 

storytelling, art-making and soundscape activities to help them discover shared histories between 

the Latino and Asian immigrant experience. From these workshops, Las Gallas gleaned meaningful 

content for a culminating installation at Asian Arts Initiative’s gallery space in Chinatown, featuring a 

string of illuminated lanterns, original two- and three-dimensional pieces by Las Gallas and an oral-

history soundscape.  

 

Illuminate Me is the first presentation of Asian Arts Initiative’s new Neighborhood Spotlight series, 

which allows artists like Las Gallas to showcase their work in two often under-represented yet 

vibrant and diverse multicultural areas of the city, Chinatown and South Philadelphia. Composed of 

long-term public art workshops and striking visual art presentations, the series focuses on 

convening diverse audiences in unexpected locations, not only encouraging community dialogue 

and hands-on creativity but also creating destination traffic. 

 
 

SOCIAL PRACTICE ART LAB 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
DEADLINE: Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis - in order to be considered for the 
initial round of review, please submit by Wednesday January 18, 2012 
 
With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative is planning to 
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite artists and creative 
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven the 
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that 
can take any shape or format. Projects can range in scope from $1,000 to $20,000, and can 
extend up to a year in duration. Individuals as well as organizations, for-profit and non-profit, are 
eligible to propose projects for consideration. Asian Arts Initiative is especially interested in 
projects that: 
 

• Will build relationships and positively impact neighborhood development in 
Chinatown North 

• Are led by individuals or teams that have capacity to implement their proposed ideas 
• Show artistic strength and innovation 

 
All proposals will be reviewed by staff. Some will also be presented to a national Advisory 
Committee that includes: Aimee Chang, Blanton Museum (TX); Edgar Arceneaux, Watts House 
Project (CA); Andrea Bowers (CA); Rick Lowe, Project Row Houses (TX); Pepon Osorio (PA); 
Rise Wilson, The Laundromat Project (NY); and Sue Bell Yank, Hammer Museum (CA).  
 
Asian Arts Initiative will include selected projects in fundraising proposals to support 
implementation. When appropriate, Asian Arts Initiative will also be able to provide free or 
discounted studio space, as well as staff and community outreach support for projects.  
 
For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North 
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy 
via email. 
 
To be considered for the initial round of review, please send proposal with all required materials 
via email or via airmail by Wednesday, January 18th to: 
 
Nancy Chen, Program Assistant 
Nancy.Chen@asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 557-0455 or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org 

Press Contact:  
Canary Promotion | Office: 215-690-4065 

Carolyn Huckabay, 
carolyn@canarypromo.com  
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“Our Neighborhood Spotlight series will help document the evolving communities of Philadelphia, 

and shape new relationships forming among a diversity of people,” says Asian Arts Initiative 

Executive Director Gayle Isa.  

 

Adds Bill Mills, regional president of PNC for Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, “The PNC 

Foundation has a long history of providing grants to nonprofit organizations that strengthen and 

enrich the lives of our neighbors. We understand the valuable return that investing in the arts can 

deliver. Today more than ever, the businesses we attract, the jobs we create and the visitors who 

extend their stay are drawn by what the Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey region has 

to offer.” 

 

The series will continue into 2013, featuring workshops, installations and presentations by the 

seven artists-in-residence selected for Asian Arts Initiative’s recently launched Social Practice 

Lab. (Click here to read more about the Social Practice Lab.) 

 

 

About Las Gallas and Alex Shaw 
 
Las Gallas (the feminization of the word “gallo,” which means “rooster” in Spanish) — composed of 

artists Julia Lopez, Magda Martinez and Michelle Ortiz — is a Philadelphia-based multidisciplinary 

artist collective that incorporates theater, visual arts, dance, film, poetry, spoken word and literature 

imbedded in the tradition of community arts. The trio stretches the boundaries of art collaborations 

by developing new ways of creating through workshops and mutual interactions, sharing stories, 

inspiring dialogue and debating around ideas of family, traditions, religion, politics, education and 

gender roles. In 2011, Las Gallas received a Vision Award for Creative Artists of the Year from the 

Hispanic Choice Awards. 

 

Alex Shaw is a percussionist, vocalist, composer and arts educator specializing in Brazilian music 

traditions. He holds a B.A. from Swarthmore College (2000) and is a leading member of 

Philadelphia’s award-winning Spoken Hand Percussion Orchestra; he is also musical director of the 

renowned 12-piece Brazilian ensemble Alô Brazil. In 2012, Shaw was honored with an Emerging 

Legacy Award at the UPenn MLK Commemorative Symposium for Social Justice. 

 
 
Schedule of Events  
 
Illuminate Me 
On view Oct. 19–Dec. 7 
 
Opening Reception: Friday, Oct. 19, 5–7 p.m. (joint event as part of the NALAC national 
convening in Philadelphia) 
First Friday Open Houses: Friday, Nov. 2, 6 p.m., and Friday, Dec. 2, 6 p.m. 



	  
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
215-557-4055 
www.asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday, noon-6 p.m. 
 
 
About PNC Arts Alive  
 
PNC Arts Alive is a five-year, $5 million investment from The PNC Foundation that supports visual 
and performing arts groups with the goal of increasing arts access and engagement. For more 
information on PNC Arts Alive and the grant recipients, visit pncartsalive.com. 
 
 
About the Knight Arts Challenge  
 
The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation’s Knight Arts Challenge is a $9 million initiative 
funding innovative projects that engage and enrich Philadelphia’s communities. Knight Foundation 
supports transformational ideas that promote quality journalism, advance media innovation, engage 
communities and foster the arts. The foundation believes that democracy thrives when people and 
communities are informed and engaged. For more, visit knightfoundation.org. 
 
 
About Asian Arts Initiative  
 
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and 
everyday people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian Americans, addresses 
our social context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to 
the expansion of the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 
1219 Vine Street, where we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown 
North. For more information, please call 215-557-0455 or visit asianartsinitiative.org. 
 
Illuminate Me is made possible with generous support from the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation's Knight Arts Challenge, The PNC Foundation’s PNC Arts Alive grant initiative and the 
National Association of Latino Arts and Culture (NALAC). 
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To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 
Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065  

Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com 


