
	  

	  
 
 

Asian Arts Initiative presents large-scale art in Paper Play: New Works by 
Jeonghan Yun and Choonhyang Yun, on view July 6-August 17 

 
Exuberant two- and three-dimensional paper compositions fuse Korean and American cultures, 

traditional and contemporary techniques  
  

PHILADELPHIA — Striking in scale and subject, Asian Arts Initiative’s July exhibition Paper Play: 

New Works by Jeonghan Yun and Choonhyang Yun showcases two- and three-dimensional 

paper works that visually express a fusion of cultures and creative techniques. On view July 6-

August 17 in the Initiative’s main gallery (1219 Vine St.), Paper Play is a tribute to the artists’ rich 

cultural identities, traversing the border between Korean and American cultures by blending diverse 

papermaking traditions.   

 

“Through numerous experiments and trials, we have fused Asian and Western papermaking 

techniques and refined them to create delicate and sophisticated images,” says Jeonghan Yun. 

“These works call the viewer in to an intimate connection with the timeless essence of the natural 

world. That is to say, my wife and I cross the border between Asia and America through our 

abstract handmade paper works. It is an expression of who we are.” 

 

To make the paper used in this exhibition, the artists began by utilizing a traditional Asian 

papermaking technique that involves peeling off the inner bark of a paper mulberry (or “dak” in 

Korean), then steaming, grinding and dyeing it. The result is a tough, texturized, nontoxic canvas 

(“hanji”) that can be molded and shaped into sculptural works of art, or augmented by adding 

vibrant oil paint to create exuberant contemporary abstractions.  

 

 
 

SOCIAL PRACTICE ART LAB 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
DEADLINE: Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis - in order to be considered for the 
initial round of review, please submit by Wednesday January 18, 2012 
 
With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative is planning to 
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite artists and creative 
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven the 
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that 
can take any shape or format. Projects can range in scope from $1,000 to $20,000, and can 
extend up to a year in duration. Individuals as well as organizations, for-profit and non-profit, are 
eligible to propose projects for consideration. Asian Arts Initiative is especially interested in 
projects that: 
 

• Will build relationships and positively impact neighborhood development in 
Chinatown North 

• Are led by individuals or teams that have capacity to implement their proposed ideas 
• Show artistic strength and innovation 

 
All proposals will be reviewed by staff. Some will also be presented to a national Advisory 
Committee that includes: Aimee Chang, Blanton Museum (TX); Edgar Arceneaux, Watts House 
Project (CA); Andrea Bowers (CA); Rick Lowe, Project Row Houses (TX); Pepon Osorio (PA); 
Rise Wilson, The Laundromat Project (NY); and Sue Bell Yank, Hammer Museum (CA).  
 
Asian Arts Initiative will include selected projects in fundraising proposals to support 
implementation. When appropriate, Asian Arts Initiative will also be able to provide free or 
discounted studio space, as well as staff and community outreach support for projects.  
 
For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North 
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy 
via email. 
 
To be considered for the initial round of review, please send proposal with all required materials 
via email or via airmail by Wednesday, January 18th to: 
 
Nancy Chen, Program Assistant 
Nancy.Chen@asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 557-0455 or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org 

Press Contact:  
Canary Promotion | Office: 215-690-4065 

Carolyn Huckabay, 
carolyn@canarypromo.com  

 
 

High-resolution images available  
upon request and online at:  

www.canarypromo.com/asianarts 
Website: www.asianartsinitiative.org 
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 Growth 11-63 (detail), Jeonghan Yun and Choonhyang 
Yun, hemp cloth and mixed media, 72 x 192 in. 
	  



	  
”We are excited to highlight the Yuns in our gallery again, after their work in the Asian : American : 

Homogenous group exhibition stood out last summer as audience favorites,” says Gayle Isa, 

Executive Director at Asian Arts Initiative. “I admire how they describe fusing their own selves within 

the paper they create, as well as the fusion of techniques that their artwork represents.” 

 
Schedule of Events  
 
Paper Play: New Works by Jeonghan Yun and Choonhyang Yu 
On view July 6-August 17 
 
Opening Reception: Friday, July 6, 6 p.m. 
 
First Friday Open House: Friday, August 3, 6 p.m. 
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
215-557-4055 
www.asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday, noon-6 p.m. 
 
 
About Asian Arts Initiative  
 
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and 
everyday people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian Americans, addresses 
our social context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to 
the expansion of the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 
1219 Vine Street, where we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown 
North. For more information, please call 215-557-0455 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org. 
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To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 
Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065  

Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com 


