
	  

	  

Philadelphia poet and storyteller Michelle Myers kicks off book tour 
for The She Book at Asian Arts Initiative, March 22 

  

PHILADELPHIA — Spoken-word poet and community activist Michelle Myers kicks off her 2013 book 

tour on Friday, March 22, with a dynamic performance of poetry and storytelling at Asian Arts Initiative. 

Myers, co-founder of the Philadelphia spoken word duo Yellow Rage and co-host of Asian Arts Initiative’s 

Family Style Open Mic series, wrote The She Book to celebrate how women’s powerful voices can build 

communities. 

 

Born in South Korea and now living in South Jersey, Myers explores personal experiences from her life, 

as well as an array of political situations and mythical images, through poetry. Audience members should 

expect storytelling, spoken word poetry and song in Myers’ performance, which is dedicated to honoring 

the whole-self identity of women.  
 

“Itʼs about celebrating the strength and beauty of women, especially in their most vulnerable moments,” 

said Myers, whose children created the bookʼs cover. 

 

One poem in The She Book, “She Home-Bound,” explores immigration and otherness:  
 
But this place could not be the 
land in which She was born for 
restless feet had carried her from post-war 
Korea, fatherless and therefore nameless, 
a might-as-well-have-never-been-born existence, 
on child-sized feet that bore witness to 
moving spaces to which She had 
no connection. 
 
 
In giving shape and life to these vibrant stories, Myers hopes to build a community united in the 

restorative energy of love, acceptance and personal power. All proceeds from the book will be donated to 

aid anti-trafficking efforts and community building in Haiti and Cambodia. The She Book is available for 

sale at the event and online.   

 
 

SOCIAL PRACTICE ART LAB 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
DEADLINE: Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis - in order to be considered for the 
initial round of review, please submit by Wednesday January 18, 2012 
 
With support from the Philadelphia Exhibitions Initiative, Asian Arts Initiative is planning to 
launch a Social Practice Lab. As part of this effort, we are pleased to invite artists and creative 
thinkers from all sectors to propose public art projects that engage with and enliven the 
community that we share in Chinatown North. We are open to a range of creative projects that 
can take any shape or format. Projects can range in scope from $1,000 to $20,000, and can 
extend up to a year in duration. Individuals as well as organizations, for-profit and non-profit, are 
eligible to propose projects for consideration. Asian Arts Initiative is especially interested in 
projects that: 
 

• Will build relationships and positively impact neighborhood development in 
Chinatown North 

• Are led by individuals or teams that have capacity to implement their proposed ideas 
• Show artistic strength and innovation 

 
All proposals will be reviewed by staff. Some will also be presented to a national Advisory 
Committee that includes: Aimee Chang, Blanton Museum (TX); Edgar Arceneaux, Watts House 
Project (CA); Andrea Bowers (CA); Rick Lowe, Project Row Houses (TX); Pepon Osorio (PA); 
Rise Wilson, The Laundromat Project (NY); and Sue Bell Yank, Hammer Museum (CA).  
 
Asian Arts Initiative will include selected projects in fundraising proposals to support 
implementation. When appropriate, Asian Arts Initiative will also be able to provide free or 
discounted studio space, as well as staff and community outreach support for projects.  
 
For a reading packet with more background information about the Chinatown North 
neighborhood, please visit www.AsianArtsInitiative.org or contact Nancy Chen to request a copy 
via email. 
 
To be considered for the initial round of review, please send proposal with all required materials 
via email or via airmail by Wednesday, January 18th to: 
 
Nancy Chen, Program Assistant 
Nancy.Chen@asianartsinitiative.org 
 
Asian Arts Initiative 
1219 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 557-0455 or www.AsianArtsInitiative.org 

Press Contact:  
Canary Promotion | Office: 215-690-4065 

Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com  
 

High-resolution images available upon request and online at:  
www.canarypromo.com/asianarts 

 
Website: www.asianartsinitiative.org 
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About Michelle Myers 
 
Myers has been a professional spoken word poet for 13 years. She is an assistant professor at the 

Community College of Philadelphia, where she serves as the faculty adviser for the Spoken Word Poetry 

Club. Her spoken word poetry performance group Yellow Rage is best known for appearing on the first 

season of the critically acclaimed HBO television series Russell Simmons Presents Def Poetry and 

performing in the first live Def Poetry Jam show in Aspen at the 2001 HBO U.S. Comedy Arts Festival. As 

a solo artist, Michelle is dedicated to raising awareness about social injustices and building positive 

relationships across communities. 

 

 

Event Details 

Friday, March 22 

The She Book Reading by Michelle Myers 

7:30 p.m., $10 General Admission ($8 for students) 

FREE admission for anyone who brings a copy of The She Book to the door. Copies of The She Book will 
be available for purchase for $15 each; purchase of the book includes admission to the show. 
 
The reading takes place at Asian Arts Initiative, 1219 Vine St., Philadelphia, PA 19107. In addition to this 
event, Asian Arts Initiative hosts exhibitions and ongoing youth workshops. Gallery hours are Tuesday 
through Friday, 12-6 p.m., and by special appointment. Admission to the gallery is free. For more 
information, call 215-557-4055 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org. 
 
 
 
About Asian Arts Initiative  
 
Asian Arts Initiative is a community-based arts center in Philadelphia that engages artists and everyday 
people to create art that explores the diverse experiences of Asian Americans, addresses our social 
context, and imagines and effects positive community change. Recently relocated due to the expansion of 
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, Asian Arts Initiative is now in a new home at 1219 Vine Street, 
where we are contributing to the revitalization of Vine Street and Chinatown North. For more information, 
please call 215-557-0455 or visit www.asianartsinitiative.org. 
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To request photos, interviews and more information, please contact: 

Canary Promotion, 215-690-4065  
Carolyn Huckabay, carolyn@canarypromo.com 

	  


