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Woodmere Art Museum’s The Poker Game and Its Circle pays 

tribute to a local group of influential artists of the 1960s and ’70s  
Philadelphia artists, including Larry Day, Jimmy Lueders and the late 

Sidney Goodman, gathered to share ideas about life and art;  
exhibition on view July 20-Oct. 26 

 
PHILADELPHIA — Celebrating a close-knit group of Philadelphia artists who have been meeting 

regularly for decades to play cards and share ideas about life and art, Woodmere Art Museum’s 

new exhibition The Poker Game and Its Circle (on view July 20-Oct. 26) marks the 50th 

anniversary of the longstanding local tradition and showcases the diverse work of the game’s 

participants and others from their social circle. 

 

The artists — Armand Mednick (b. 1933), David Pease (b. 1932), Sidney Goodman (1936-

2013), Larry Day (1921-1998), Dennis Leon (1933-98) and Jimmy Lueders (1927-94), among 

others — have gathered together on the first Sunday of every month, over the years building a 

community of overlapping influences and inspiration as they played poker and swapped stories. 

The exhibition presents 30 to 40 pieces of art created by the men depicted in Day’s 1970 portrait 

The Poker Game and their compatriots, including Charles Kaprelian, Mitzi Melnicoff, Leonard 

Lehrer, Ruth Fine, Eileen Goodman and Doris Staffel. (Artist biographies are listed below.) 

 

“Woodmere’s mission is to celebrate the art and artists of Philadelphia, and The Poker Game and 

Its Circle is a snapshot of a distinct part of the art scene of our city in the late 1960s and early 

1970s,” says William R. Valerio, the Patricia Van Burgh Allison Director and CEO of Woodmere 

Art Museum.  

  

Also on view at Woodmere this summer, in the Helen Millard Children’s Gallery, are artworks 

created by Philadelphia schoolchildren in tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 



speech. The Dream at 50: A Tribute to MLK (Aug. 25-Oct. 20) displays works that were 

selected as semifinalists in a national art competition to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 

King’s famous speech; the competition was part of an ongoing global celebration. (For more 

information, visit thedreamat50.com.)  

 

Woodmere Art Museum is located at 9201 Germantown Avenue. Admission to special exhibitions 

is $10 for adults, $7 for seniors, and FREE for students, children and Museum members; 

exhibitions in the Founder’s Gallery and Helen Millard Children’s Gallery are FREE. (Woodmere 

offers free admission on Sundays, including all special exhibitions, but excluding special events 

such as Classic Sundays.) Museum hours are: Tuesday through Thursday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; 

Friday, 10 a.m.–8:45 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; and Sunday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. For more 

information, visit woodmereartmuseum.org or call 215-247-0476. 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

Exhibitions:  

The Poker Game and Its Circle 

July 20-October 26, 2013 

Open House: Saturday, July 20, 2-4 p.m. 

Antonelli Galleries I and II; Corridor Gallery 

 

The Dream at 50: A Tribute to MLK 

August 25-October 20,2013 

Reception: Sunday, September 15, 2-4 p.m. 

Helen Millard Children’s Gallery 

 

Lectures:  
Gallery Talk 

Saturday, July 20, 3-4 p.m., FREE 

Join Armand Mednick, an artist pictured playing poker in The Poker Game, for an informal talk 

about his work and friendship with Larry Day. Armand Mednick, a ceramist sculptor, taught art for 

almost 50 years at the Oak Lane School in Blue Bell and recently retired from the Allens Lane Art 

Center, where he taught the visually impaired to use the potter’s wheel. 

 

Gallery Talk: The Poker Game 
Saturday, September 28, 3-4 p.m., FREE 

Join Ruth Fine in a gallery talk as she discusses the work of her late husband, Larry Day, and his 

painting The Poker Game. Ruth Fine recently retired from the National Gallery of Art, 

Washington, D.C., where she held several posts, the last as Curator of Special Projects in 

Modern Art. 



 

Preregistration to all lectures is suggested, as space is limited. A wine and cheese reception 

follows all lectures and gallery talks. Visit woodmereartmuseum.org/lectures for more information. 

 

About the Artists 

Larry Day was born Lorenzo del Giorno in Philadelphia. He lived and worked out of a three-story 
twin house in suburban Cheltenham that his family moved to when he was 12 years old. He 
attended Temple University’s Tyler School of Art under the GI Bill after serving in WWII and 
fighting in the Pacific campaign. His initial intention was to become both a writer and painter, but 
felt he could not devote himself to both careers and eventually pursued painting. He obtained his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in painting in 1949 and a Bachelor of Science degree in education in 1950. 
After graduation, Day made frequent trips to New York City, where he was involved in the 
Abstract Expressionist circle. Although Day painted in an abstract style in the 1950s and ’60s, he 
continued to develop his figurative and landscape imagery throughout this period and refined the 
spatial complexity that distinguishes his work. He completely abandoned abstraction in 1962 and 
throughout the rest of his life he created realist paintings of groups of figures, architecture and 
public places. Despite concentrating on his art making, Day continued to write and was published 
in numerous exhibition catalogs and arts publications. His essay “Notes on Figurative Art” in The 
Figure in Recent American Painting (1974) significantly contributed to the debates about non-
figurative and figurative art and is a testament to the importance and relevance of realist painting 
in the 1970s. He was a professor of painting at Philadelphia College of Art (now the University of 
the Arts) from 1953 until 1988 and served for several years as the chair of the painting 
department. He died in 1998. 
 
Sidney Goodman was born on January 19, 1936, in Philadelphia. He attended the Philadelphia 
College of Art (now University of the Arts) from 1954-58. He taught at the Philadelphia College of 
Art from 1960-78 and at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts from 1978- 2011. Goodman 
was one of the most respected figurative artists in America. He participated in and helped shape 
the return to figuration and realism that occurred in the 1960s. Goodman’s imagery is the progeny 
of observation, memory, imagined scenes and preexisting photographs. Beginning around 1963 
he used a Polaroid camera to take photographs of his family members, himself and professional 
models. In addition to his own photographs he also used clippings from magazines, newspapers 
and clothing catalogues to study the human body. Although his imagery is recognizable, his work 
does not conform to the expectations of realist painting or portraiture. Instead, he unites 
recognizable imagery with something slightly beyond the visible world. Characterized by 
enigmatic scenes and isolated figures, Goodman address the corporeality of human existence. 
While many of his works are connected to art historical traditions such as the nude and contain 
compositional elements that are redolent of religious imagery, their contemporaneity is 
maintained by the timeless concerns of chaos, destruction, death and eroticism that he explores. 
His works are also imbued with a sense of spectacle derived from the 20th century and often 
suggested by the inclusion of a figure observing scenes of destruction, copulation and death. 
Over the course of his career, Goodman received a number of formal honors, including a 
Guggenheim Foundation fellowship in 1962, the Hazlette Memorial Award for Excellence in the 
Arts (Painting) in 1986, and an honorary doctorate from Lyme Academy College of Art in 2006. 
He died in 2013. 
 
Dennis Leon was born in London in 1933, and came to the United States in 1951 to study at 
Tyler School of Art, where he earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in fine arts, as well as 
a bachelor’s degree in education. As a sculptor, he worked in clay, fiberglass, cast bronze, 
layered wood and other materials. His work, which ranged in size from a few inches to 10 feet tall, 
was mainly figurative when he was young and became more abstract as he grew older. In recent 
years, he created some large abstract sculptures for specific outdoor sites. Leon was the art critic 
at The Philadelphia Inquirer from 1959 to 1962; moving to the Bay Area in 1971, he became 
chairman of the sculpture department at California College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland from 
1972 to 1988. He continued to teach there until 1993, and died five years later at the age of 65. 
(Biographical information provided by The Philadelphia Inquirer.) 
 



Jimmy Lueders was born on July 4, 1927, in Jacksonville, Fla. He studied at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA) from 1946-50. He began teaching at the Cheltenham Art 
Center in 1953 and taught at PAFA from 1957-1994. As a student and throughout the early and 
mid-1950s his paintings were representational. In the 1960s and ’70s he shifted into abstraction 
but returned to a realist style after returning from a trip to Spain in 1980. Despite the careful and 
exact nature of his paintings, he rarely worked from preparatory sketches. During the last 15 
years of his life, Lueders’ love of Vermeer was reflected in his paintings that focused on still lifes. 
He painted vases and pots filled with flowers and eventually vegetables and roots, exploring the 
qualities of light. He sought to reveal the concealed meaning in mundane objects. Until his death 
in 1998, he had enduring relationships with his students and colleagues who noted his breadth of 
knowledge about nearly every aspect of painting. His other passions included the opera and 
cooking.  
 
Armand Mednick was born in 1933 in Brussels, Belgium, and named "Avrum" by his Yiddish-
speaking parents. His family escaped the Holocaust by posing as Christians for four years in 
Volvic, France, and eventually leaving in 1947 to join relatives in the Philadelphia area. Mednick 
went on to graduate from Temple University's Tyler School of Art in 1958 with a degree in graphic 
arts and ceramics. Mednick was a beloved teacher of ceramics for 50 years at Oak Lane Day 
School in Blue Bell. For more than 40 years, Mednick has continued to play the monthly Sunday 
poker game depicted by Larry Day in 1970, which has served as the catalyst for this exhibition. 
 
David Pease received his B.S., M.S. and M.F.A. degrees from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, in 1954, 1955 and 1958, respectively. He was an instructor at Michigan State University 
from 1958-60. In 1960, he became an instructor and was appointed assistant professor at Temple 
University's Tyler School of Art later that year. He became the chair of the painting department in 
1966. In 1970, he was named professor and chair of the department of painting, drawing and 
sculpture. He served as dean of the Tyler School from 1978-83. After serving as a faculty 
member at Yale's Summer School of Music and Art in Norfolk, Connecticut in 1971-72, Pease 
was appointed dean of the School of Art and professor of painting from 1983-96. He also served 
for a number of years as the director of graduate studies at the School of Art's department of 
painting/printmaking. His work can be found in the permanent collections of the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and the Whitney Museum of American 
Art. 
 
 
About Woodmere Art Museum 
Housed in a 19th-century stone Victorian mansion on six acres in the Chestnut Hill section of 
Philadelphia, Woodmere first opened its doors to the public in 1940. The building, grounds and 
the nucleus of the Permanent Collection are the benefactions of Charles Knox Smith (1845 – 
1916), who wished “to awaken the spirit of, the appreciation of, and the knowledge of art … in the 
City of Philadelphia and surrounding territory.” Today, the Permanent Collection consists of more 
than 3,000 works of art, celebrating the art and artists of Philadelphia.  
 
Woodmere’s core collection includes important paintings by renowned artists such as Edward 
Redfield, Daniel Garber, Walter E. Schofield, Benjamin West, Frederic Edwin Church, Violet 
Oakley, Arthur B. Carles and many more. Woodmere’s nine galleries and salons, including a 
grand rotunda and a uniquely designated Helen Millard Children’s Gallery, provide space for 
exhibitions and programs that serve the entire family. In the George D. Widener Studio, a 
converted carriage house, a year-round roster of classes provides outstanding art training to 
children and adults. General operating support is provided, in part, by the Philadelphia Cultural 
Fund. 
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